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Theme: 
“Rooted in 
Love” 

 
“9 As the Father loved Me, I 

also have loved you; abide in 

My love.” 

(John 15:9) (NKJV) 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK . . .  

 

(John 15:9) 
 

Greetings Mount Pleasant Family, 

In the Book of John, Chapter 15, Jesus provides a metaphor and 
compares Himself to a vine and God as the vinedresser (one who 
cultivates, prunes, or care for the vineyard). Jesus says He is the 
vine and that we, believers, are the branches of the vine. He says 
without being connected to the vine (Jesus), we cannot do 
anything without Him—we will not take root to be nourished, 
we will not survive and we will not flourish to bear any fruit.  

In the focal scripture (John 15:9), Jesus provides a command 
that believers are to abide (i.e., remain, stay, continue, persist, 
live on) in His love. He goes on to state a promise to believers in 
John 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in 
My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and 
abide in His love.” Why is it so important to have and maintain 
this connection to Jesus? I’m glad that you asked! So, love will 
take root in our hearts. Obedient and faithful believers will abide 
in His love. Being rooted in Jesus’s love will help us to continue 
to love God, love others and love Him. 

Stay rooted in love (Jesus) whereby unbelievers will know you 
are His disciples because of the love you show for one another. 
And perhaps they will seek the same love too. 

Be blessed and be safe this fall. 
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Visit our website at www.mtpleasantbc.org to 

stay connected. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MPBC Connect 

Tuesday  

Evening Prayer @ 6:00 PM 
Dial: 1.848.220.3300 – Code: 1571206# 
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Dear Ministry Member and Fellow Christian, 
 
Greetings to all! 
 
We pray that all is well. Please know we are here for you. We ask for your continued prayers and 
thank you for your continued support. We need you! If your address and/or other pertinent 
information has changed, please send Sister Anita Johnson, MPBC Church Clerk, an email to 
clerk@mtpleasantbc.org. The following are planned events for the remainder of 2022 and beyond. 
As always, if you have any suggestions, please let us know. 
 

 Movie Night 

 Gospel Shows 

 Zoom Game Night 

 Social Day 
 
We want to extend a welcome to our new ministry members and greetings to ministry members who 
have celebrated and/or are celebrating a birthday, wedding anniversary, retirement or any other 
celebratory event in September, October and November. 
 
God bless you, continue to keep safe. 
 

Deacon Karl Henderson, Deaconess Karin Henderson and Deacon James Cook 
Ministerial Team: Minister Myra Cook and Minister Angela Sheppard 

(Prince William/Stafford/Spotsylvania/Caroline Counties and Lorton (PWSSC&L) CCM) 
 

—Thought for the fall— 

 

“It is only the farmer who faithfully plants seeds in the Spring, who reaps a harvest in Autumn.”  

(B. C. Forbes) 

 

 

 
 

Theme: “Ministry on the Move” (Philippians 3:14) 

 
November 6, 2022 
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The Deaconess Ministry continues to be fully engaged with the members of Mount Pleasant Baptist 

Church in-person and virtually. Below is their report presented at the October 22 Church Conference. 

 

 

MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
 

We performed our normal duties by checking on the congregation via telephone calls, emails, 
texts, and sending cards. We continue to encourage our CCM members to get the COVID-19 
vaccine. 

We are staying active in the church body by regularly attending Worship Services, Church School, 
Bible Study, and Prayer meetings.  

Over the past few months the Deaconess have also: 

 Continued to attend our regular Deaconess meetings, every other month 
 Continued to participate on the Re-Entry Task Force 
 Continued to increase our in-person presence and participation as we resume our in-person 

duties, such as, preparing for Communion and Baptism 
 Continued to attend the monthly Women’s Ministry Fellowships 
 We supported Pastor Johnson in person and virtually at outside preaching engagements 
 In July, we supported the Emergency Preparedness Committee by participating in the Food 

Distribution 
 In August, we had our Back-to-School supply drive for Parklawn Elementary School and 

MPBC students, attended Vacation Bible School (VBS), Homecoming and Church Revival 
services 

 In September, we attended and participated in the Church and Pastor’s anniversary 
services, we attended MPBC Leadership workshop, and Grace Evangelistic Ministries (GEM) 
Virtual Women’s Conference 

 In October: MPBC Deaconess Ministry sponsored a Deaconess Roundtable Chat, Challenges 
experienced by the church during the COVID-19 pandemic, methods used to stay 
connected with the congregation 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES/EVENTS (2022):  

 October: Kids Against Hunger Mission Project, Food packing and donation drive, Saturday 
October 22, 2022 

 November: Deaconess meeting on November 15, 2022 
 December: TBD, looking at options for a holiday project 

 

 
 

Deaconess Ministry 
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The Prayer Ministry (Chair, Deaconess Marilyn McPherson and 

Co-Chair, Minister Angela Sheppard) collaborated with the 

Evangelism Ministry (Chair, Deacon James Watson) for an 

evening of prayer on August 20. Members of John Calvin 

Presbyterian Church, Annandale and Mount Pleasant were in 

attendance at this time of prayer and worship. Below are a few 

pictures of the event. 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 
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Word Search 
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MMMIIINNNIIISSSTTTEEERRR ’’’SSS   

   

   

   

   

Are You Rooted? 
 

9As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 

commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and 

abide in His love. – John 15: 9-10 NKJV   

Images from Hurricane Ian that pummeled Florida the last week in September display the devastation of a 

natural storm. Houses are flattened. Roads are flooded. And that is just the initial contact. People hunkered 

down while bracing the impact of 100 plus mile winds with little to nothing they could do. Life is like that 

sometimes. We are all, at times, placed in situations that will enact inevitable damage. These situations may 

arise suddenly, catching us unprepared. Or they may happen gradually over time. Some storms may come 

regularly, we just don’t know from what direction or what the impact will be. We may even be hit with 

multiple storms before we can recover from the first one!  However they come, whenever they come, the 

storms in our lives bring damage.  How will we ever survive!?!  

 

To survive, we must be rooted like trees. Trees, you say?!  Yes. As we see, images of the hurricane’s 

destruction, what is the one consistent thing? Trees! In every picture, every roadway, and near every house, 

there are trees still standing nearby. They endured the wind and rain and flooding, without any protection, yet 

they are still left standing. Why?  

 

Trees, especially ones by the coastline, tend to have longer and stronger roots than the average tree. Why you 

say? While they may have access to the water easily, they cannot anchor in the mud. Ergo, their roots must 

go past the water table to anchor and not be swept away. They would never grow up if that’s the case.  

Consider this… when trees have been overturned in the storm…the roots are exposed and above ground. A 

tree whose roots are no longer anchored will “uproot” and die in a storm. Yet, one that is firmly anchored 

will only give way to the storm… bend… may even lose a few dead limbs, but it will not be uprooted.   

 

A tree that is uprooted is no good. It can no longer grow. But a tree that is broken, can still grow. So, what 

does this mean for us as we abide in Christ? Simply stated… not only are we anchored in Christ, but we are 

also anchored in God’s creation. We have gone past the limitations of physical and mental alignment to 

secure our spiritual roots that will not allow the cares of this world to rip up and destroy. It would take 

extreme effort to evacuate these spiritual roots. And even then, it won’t be destroyed.   

 

Nothing can grow without roots. Essentially, once something has roots, it has staying power. It can be 

snipped and replanted. It can even grow more roots on top of the roots it already has! It can connect to roots 

of other trees to be sustained even more. And we, much like trees, must be aligned to Jesus such that we 

follow and be rooted in HIS words and His commands. God not only gives us the Bible, but nature itself 

speaks God’s Word to us. A living and breathing example of what it means to be fully committed to 

Christ…an abiding so strong that we are rooted in it.  
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MPBC Events 
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MPBC Events – Continued 
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“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

 which God prepared beforehand …” 
          Ephesians 2:10 

 

 

Youth Ministry — Teachers — Youth Bible Study — contact Reverend E. Chris White, III 

Nurses Ministry — Nurses — contact Sister Phyllis Jordan 

Audio/Visual — Assistants — contact Church Office 

Grief Ministry — Members — contact Sister Denise Mackie-Smith 

Church School — Teachers — contact Sister Yvonne Bush 

 

 
 

 

 Ministry Opportunities 
[There are still ministry opportunities to consider.] 

Updated July 2022 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
6477 Lincolnia Road 
Alexandria, Virginia  22312 
(703) 256-1268 
Rev. Dr. Carl M. Johnson, Pastor 

 
 
 

 
   

 
MPBC Messenger Staff 

 
 

Karin Henderson Editor-in-Chief/ 

  Designer 

Eloise Clarke Editor 

Anita Johnson Editor 

Debbie Coles Church News Reporter    

Linda Hayes Staff Writer/Contributor 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

email: secretary@mtpleasantbc.org 

web site: www.mtpleasantbc.org 

Submission of articles to the       — Please send articles via email attachment to: 

mpbcnewsletter@mtpleasantbc.org. 

Vision Statement 
A Church “Growing by Grace.” (2 Peter 3:18)  

Mission Statement 
“To grow a congregation of believers committed to the ministry of Worship, Evangelism, Missions, 

Discipleship, Service, and Fellowship with a heart for Prayer, Bible Study, and the Great 

Commission.” (Matthew 28:19–20) 

Theme 
@ the Mount, “Expanding For A Greater Work” (Isaiah 54:2) 

VIRTUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE WAS HELD ON OCTOBER 22, 2022 


